
 

 

    

 

The School Administrators Alliance (SAA), representing more than 4,000 public school 

administrators in Wisconsin, strongly opposes Senate Bill 169, relating to going armed with a 

firearm and electric weapons, licenses for carrying a concealed weapon, trespassing while armed 

with a firearm, and providing criminal penalties.  Today, we are joined in our opposition by the 

more than 10,000 members of the Wisconsin Retired Educators’ Association (WREA). 

 

SB 169, if adopted, would repeal the state’s gun free school zones law; allow individuals to obtain 

a “basic” concealed carry license without firearms training; require school boards to post school 

buildings and grounds to prohibit possession of firearms by carrying concealed weapon (CCW) 

license holders in those places; and reduce penalties for persons who possess firearms in school 

buildings and on school grounds in violation of such postings. 

 

In anticipation of this hearing, I sought input on SB 169 from a cross-section of SAA members 

including school superintendents, principals, and school safety directors.  I also discussed the bill 

with two highly-respected school attorneys.  Our collective concerns appear below. 

 

 The bill makes it easier for individuals to obtain concealed carry licenses, including an 

option to obtain a “basic” concealed carry license that would not require any training.  The 

public believes that training is the glue that holds the current concealed carry law together.  

Without extensive training in firearms and tactics, a carrying citizen is nothing more than 

a dangerous liability in an active shooter situation involving school children. 

 

 In an attempt to create fewer restrictions on licensees, the bill would eliminate the state’s 

gun-free school zones law in its entirety.  While we understand that the federal gun-free 

school zones law will still provide restrictions on individuals bringing firearms in school 

zones and federal penalties for doing so, we question if it is more unlikely that federal 

authorities would prosecute certain violations compared to state or local authorities. 

 

 SB 169 would allow schools to post signs to prohibit concealed carry licensees from 

bringing firearms in school buildings or on school grounds.  Unfortunately, with the repeal 

of the state gun-free school zones law, penalties for violations under state law drop from a 

Class I felony to a Class C misdemeanor or Class B forfeiture, which, quite frankly, is 

hardly a deterrent. 
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 This “posting” provision in the bill also raises many questions for school districts.  There 

is no definition of “firearm” under the trespass law.  So which definition should be used?  

There is also no definition for a “building” or “grounds” of a school.  Does “building” 

include all buildings owned or leased by the district?  Does school “grounds” extend to 

sports fields and school forests or does it just apply to the grounds surrounding instructional 

buildings?  How big should signage be? What should it say? Does it apply differently to 

different types of buildings?  Does the school district have to post signs at every possible 

building or school grounds access points?  Does the provision allow districts to restrict 

parents, board members, and volunteers from carrying firearms in school buildings or 

grounds?  What about 4-year-old kindergarten buildings? 

 

The School Administrators Alliance (SAA) and the Wisconsin Retired Educators’ Association 

(WREA) stand with our partners in student safety, the local chiefs of police and local law 

enforcement officers, in opposition to SB 169.  Simply put, we oppose this bill because it would 

expand the ability of individuals to possess firearms on school grounds and in school zones and it 

would reduce the penalties for bringing firearms into school settings.  We believe this legislation 

will adversely impact the safety of Wisconsin’s 860,000 public school students.  What’s more, we 

don’t hear the parents of those children clamoring for passage of this legislation. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our views. If you should have any questions on our position 

on SB 169, please call me at 608-242-1370. 

 


